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tion of party, and committees are set on foot to
spread their views and collect signatures. These
coalitions and committees have merely an ephemeral
existence, and they dissolve and disappear as soon
as they have effected their purpose.

When the campaign is conducted by men who
understand their business, the necessary number of
signatures has been collected in a month. As a
general rule, however, they aim at considerably ex-
ceeding the 30,000. It makes a good impression on
the electorate at large.

A well-known agitator in the canton of Berne, AL
Diirrenmatt, who thoroughly understands the working
of the referendum, has told me that he proposed in
his paper to found a Referendum Society to demand
the referendum on every law voted by the Federal
Assembly. This society would include 3000 members,
each of whom would undertake to find ten signatures.
Even with an opposition less well organised, it ought
not to be difficult to find 30,000 men ready and willing
to sign all demands for a referendum that are pre-
sented to them. Among a body of over 600,000
electors, there are always a certain number who are
discontented, and who are perhaps on the side of the
opposition owing to certain peculiarities of character,
temperament, or even caprice. Many sign by con-
viction because they are democrats, and wish the
people to legislate on every subject. Others good-
naturedly sign to please their friends.1

1 [M. Hilty says: It is quite certain that the signatures for the
referendum^ aie not always obtained without the help of agents
paid for their trouble. I remember very well asking a sturdy peasant
why all the men in his village had signed a demand for the
referendum. He told me that a native from his valley had come